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Earl of Somerset, stood publicly accused of complicity
in this crime, and his guilty wife was imprisoned in the
Tower, an astonishing effect must have been produced
upon his auditory by his sombre and terrible denunciation
of God's judgment on sinners :

' God is the Lord of Hosts, and he can proceed by
Martial Law : he can hang thee upon the next tree ;
he can choak thee with a crum, with a drop, at a
voluptuous feast; he can sink down the Stage and the
Player, The bed of wantonness, and the wanton actor,
into the jaws of the earth, into the mouth of hell: he
can surprise thee, even in the act of sin/

In March, 1617, Donne was appointed to preach in
the famous open-air pulpit of London at Paul's Cross,
before the Lords of the Council and the City Magistrates.
These sermons at Paul's Cross, which were preached by
the most distinguished divines of England, had an ofl&cial
character of high importance, and were one of the great
events of contemporary London.    Donne on his first
appearance in this open-air pulpit preached before an
assembly of the greatest magnates of England, which
included the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Lord Keeper
Bacon, the Lord Privy Seal, the Master of the Rolls,
' and divers other great men/ a sermon of enormous
length on the anniversary of the accession of James I,
which, if delivered as it was printed, must have kept his
congregation standing for at least two hours.    It was,
however, a contemporary letter-writer tells us, regarded
as a * dainty sermon/ and was ' exceedingly well-liked
generally/ especially for the praise he bestowed upon
Queen Elizabeth, ' that Queen, unmatchable, inimitable
in her sex/ at the news of whose death everyone of
the merchants of the City ' were running up and down
like Ants, with their eggs bigger than themselves, every
man with his bags, to seek where to hide them safely/ and
all were * under one common flood and depth of tears/